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only object was to prevent or delay the invasion of
France by a powerful army of German Protestants.

The German Princes declared that it was to Francis
I. and Henry II. that Germany owed the toleration
of Protestantism, and that gratitude for what those
kings had done compelled them to endeavor to
secure the like boon for France. The Protestant
Swiss cantons allowed 10,000 men to enlist for the
service of the King of Navarre. These mercenaries,
when united with the Germans and with a body of
French refugees, formed an army of some 30,000
men. They were to march from the Rhine to the
Loire and there to join the forces of the King of
Navarre.

Henry IIL determined to send his favourite
Joyeuse against the Huguenots, and himself to take
the command of the army opposed to the Germans.
Even the Duke of Guise, lieutenant-general of the
League though he was, could not pretend to the
supreme command when the King in person was
present.

At Coutras on the borders of Saintonge and Peri-
gord, a few miles north of Libourne on the Dor-
dogne, Henry of Bourbon met Joyeuse and won the
first victory which had been gained by the Protes-
tants in twenty-five years of civil war (October 20,

1581).

The King's minions and courtiers had crowded
to serve under Joyeuse and vied in the magnificence
of their arms and equipments. As the autumn sun
shone on the first ranks of the Catholic army, wholly
composed of nobles resplendent with embroidery